
 

SAVE THE DATES 

FRIENDS Meetings                                                                                                                  

Thursday Jan. 18
th
, 2 –4 pm         

Beatrice Friedman Symphony 

Center                           

Thursday March 22
nd

, 2 –4 pm    

Beatrice Friedman Symphony 

Center                        

Thursday April 12
th
, 2 –4 pm            

Beatrice Friedman Symphony 

Center          

5
th

 Annual Tennis Bash                             

Saturday Jan. 13
th
, 1:00 pm         

Meadows Country Club                            

3
rd 

Annual Trivia Night       

“Hollywood Movie Musicals”              

Tuesday Jan. 23
rd
, 5:30 pm              

Unity Church 

FRIENDS Gala                         

“A night at the MOVIES”                        

Wed. March 7
th
, 6:00 pm       

Michael’s On East 

National Competition for 

―Strings‟”                               

Saturday April 7
th
, 7:30 pm      

Holley Hall 

Suncoast Music Scholarships                                     

Saturday April 28
th
, 10—3 pm 

Suncoast Awards Luncheon           

Saturday May 12
th
                       

Michael’s On East                           

End of Year Party              

Thursday May 10
th
, 6:00 pm                    

Location TBD 

2017-2018 OFFICERS   

  David Chivas, President                                        

Joan Zacchini, 1
st
 Vice-President                          

Jane Hunder, 2
nd

 Vice-President                             

Barbara Frey, Treasurer                                         

Judy Beilman, Recording Secretary                      

Antonette Cunningham,  Corr. Sec’y                                                                 

John Halstead, Member-at-Large                          

Joan Suddarth, Member-at-Large  

Linda Heller, Editor                          

Ray Broth, Photographer                                                     

Celebrate the New Year at our next 

FRIENDS Meeting 

When - Thursday  Jan. 18 th at 2:00 pm             

Where–  Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center 

What - Informative meeting chock-full of news, 
followed by yummy snacks & drinks, with                          
Stephen Fancher, entertaining us with          

“Music History in Performance”     

Vol. 12 No. 3 January 2018                    

Artist Series Concerts FRIENDS                  

1226 N. Tamiami Trail - 941-306-1202 

www.artistseriesconcerts.org 

www.facebook.com/ArtistSeriesSarasota 

 

MEMBERS - When you attend a FRIENDS meeting with one or more 

guests, you’ll each receive a free raffle ticket. At the end of each meeting, 

your tickets will be entered in the   drawing for a cash  award. 

P.S. Be sure your guest (s) sign in and meet one of our Ambassadors at the 

welcome table. 

EACH ONE, BRING ONE 

Stephen Fancher has been in Sarasota since 

2012, relocating from the New York area where he 

was active as a musician and teacher.  Having been 

awarded Stamford Connecticut‟s Teacher of the 

Year in 2012, he was the general music and chorus 

teacher at Julia A. Stark Elementary School for 

eight years. He decided to transfer his skill set as 

teacher to the field of finance working as a financial 

advisor with the Mariash Lowther Group at Merrill Lynch from 2012-

2016.  Stephen now works at the  Sarasota Opera as their Development 

Officer.  Originally from central Connecticut, Stephen earned his     

Bachelors and Masters degrees in piano performance, studying piano at 

the University of Connecticut, Trinity College of Music in London,         

England and at the conservatory at SUNY Purchase in New York.  He 

has been very active in the arts community in Sarasota— sitting on the 

board of Artist Series Concerts and the Sarasota Music Conservatory, as 

well as   performing the role of assistant conductor and accompanist for 

Key Chorale.  

 



UPCOMING WINTER CONCERTS  

JANUARY                        

Young Concert Artists International       

Bella Hristova, violin                        

Amy Yang, piano                                  

Jan. 21
 
- 3:00 pm                                            

Faith Lutheran Church 

Corda Voce                                                        

Jenny Kim-Godfrey, soprano                    

Jonathan Godfrey, guitar                

Jan. 25 - 11:00 am                               

Luncheon - 12:00 pm                                  

Michael’s On East Ballroom                     

Take Three Piano Trio                            

Jan. 28 - 3:00 pm                                

Venice Performing Arts Center 

 

                          

                      

FEBRUARY                          

Dueling Pianos                                             

Rich & Stacy Ridenour                               

Feb. 6 - 11:00 am                                        

Luncheon - 12:00 pm                               

Plantation Golf & Country Club    

Venice                                               

King of Ragtime – Scott Joplin             

Richard Dowling, piano                        

Feb. 10 - 7:30 pm                                    

Feb. 11 - 3:00 pm                                            

Historic Asolo Theater                     

The Celluloid Guitar                        

Katona Twins, guitar                          

Feb. 18 - 3:00 pm                            

First Church Sarasota                            

Global Jazz & Exotic Chamber Music       

Mr. Ho’s Orchestra                              

Feb. 25 - 3:00 pm                                

Venice Performing Arts Center 

Dear FRIENDS, 

Our membership in FRIENDS gives us such a wonderful opportunity to hear great music, meet new and 

“old” members at various performances and events and to support Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota in so 

many ways. I believe that the most important aspect of our membership is that of volunteerism. Your                      

officers and board do so much work behind the scenes to keep the organization running smoothly. There 

are in addition to them, a myriad of FRIENDS that spend hours of their time taking care of business. I 

wouldn‟t even try to name every volunteer, but we have representation in publication and communication, 

hospitality, transporting props to venues, planning & volunteering at our annual Gala, greeters at concerts, 

office support, literature distribution in our communities, finding and welcoming new members, photography of our events, 

preserving documents for our historical archives and so many more “little jobs” that make up for success. We give much 

thanks to all of you!  

A new opportunity to serve FRIENDS has arisen. People are needed to welcome and transport musicians from the airport to 

the Hotel Indigo, drive them to and from rehearsal venues, take them on performance days to the venue and finally return 

them back to the airport. My wish is to find a large pool of volunteers to draw from, so that each of the mentioned tasks can 

be divided four ways so that one person doesn‟t have to do all of them. I would appreciate it if you would seriously consider 

being a part of this important part of putting on performances by artists that don‟t live in our area. Contact Claire  at the    

office  (941-306-1202) to volunteer or if you have questions. I hope to see a large list of names by the first of the year!  

Your captain and first mate sail away from Ft. Lauderdale Dec. 20th and will return Jan. 3rd. We wish all of you a most      

wonderful holiday and a terrific New Year. Thank you all for being a part of FRIENDS. See you on January 18 th at the next 

FRIENDS meeting! 

Most sincerely, David Chivas 

 

Message from your President 

Members Only 

Look for e-blasts from         

David about upcoming concerts 

***    

Wear your Name badge to 

concerts to spread the word 

about FRIENDS                

*** 

Check the Zip Codes in your 

Membership Directory to find 

a concert lover neighbor and 

share a ride … and bring a 

FRIEND.                                

T I C K E T S                                                                            
Online:  artistseriesconcerts.org                                                          
or phone:  941-306-1202                     
 
Call for info on Group &                      
Student discounts                                                                                                                                                                   



N E W S  f r o m  L e e  D o u g h e r t y  R o s s                                                                      
Director of Competitions & Community Outreach 

How exciting to see that our first Scholarship winner, Roger Zare, has continued to make his mark in the 
music world as both pianist and composer.  This March, our Sarasota Orchestra will be performing one of 
his compositions: LIFT— OFF.  Roger continues to be recognized as his works are being performed       
nationally. 
And Artist Series is being recognized in our community as our Outreach programs continue, having 6  
programs in December and several planned for upcoming months, with performances at Booker High 
School, Sarasota High School, State College of Florida and more.   Your gifts to the Outreach Fund are 
helping us in our mission of making a difference for people, young and older. As our National Competition 
nears, please consider hosting one of our eight competitors in your home on April 6th and 7th  … and      
remember to save the evening of April 7th to enjoy the finals of the National Competition, this year offered 
to string players.  Please write on your calendars the two dates for our Competitions: as mentioned, April 7th for the National 
Competition and April 28th for our Suncoast Music Scholarship Competition for 10th, 11th and 12th grade musicians in         

Sarasota and Manatee County schools—a collaboration with Sarasota Music Club.  Thanks for your support, Lee 

 

Greetings! 

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year and the Busiest!   

Plans are afoot for Artist Series Concerts FRIENDS GALA „A night at the  Movies‟, 

scheduled for March 7th, 6:00 pm at Michael‟s On East.  So mark your calendars and invite 
your friends to this very special fun-raising event.                                                                                                                                                   
In addition to our wonderful „Live Auction’, we are happy to inform you that the Silent    
Auction Committee will present a „Silent Auction’ of 5-6 unique baskets. We are looking for 
another 10-15 great items for the Silent Auction table.  Some examples of these could be a 
getaway weekend, a condo for a weekend or a week on the beach or anywhere, a  design  
service, massage or spa service, theatre tickets and the like.  At the „Reel Deal’ table  
(formerly called „Buy it Now‟) you will find one of a kind sought after items that you can 
purchase on the spot, no bidding…and pay on your way out!  We ask that each of you          
contact your donor friends and secure unique items to sell at the table.  We need around 20
-25 items and have approximately 3 so far!                                                                                                                                                     
We have added a terrific new FUN fundraising activity called the „Wall of Wine’ where you 
may purchase a “cork” for a bottle of wine that is valued at a minimum of $25.   You will 
draw a numbered cork that will be associated with a  „hidden‟ bottle of wine for taking home 
at the close of the evening.  There will be wines that could be $100+ to $25. So take a 
chance -  no one will be disappointed!  In order to make this a great success, we are asking 
each and every one of you to donate a  bottle of wine for the evening. As you read this,   
perhaps you will remember a liquor store owner or distributor who would be willing to   
donate 10-20 bottles of wine as well.  We encourage you to acquire gift certificates from 
your favorite store, restaurant and business, so that we may „add ‟ to purchases made. 

Joe Holt, Artist Series Concerts‟ Artistic Director, has arranged for the evening‟s exciting 
entertainment, including engaging  entertainers to perform selections from “Forbidden 
Hollywood,” a parody that fits well with our theme.   

Please drop off your donations at the Artist Series office.  If you have a question, please 
feel free to contact us at: jane.hunder@comcast.net / 941-350-0896 or                                      

cyndi.mumm@comcast.net  / 303-883-4568 

Remember, this is a major fundraiser for Artist Series Concerts, supporting our Scholarship 
& Competitions, Community Outreach Programs and more!  So, mark your calendar for 
March 7th and be prepared to have a fun-filled evening with FRIENDS of Artist Series          
Concerts as we celebrate the Golden Age of Musicals.  

Jane Hunder & Cyndi Mumm                                                                                                                                              

GALA Co-Chairs                                                                                                                                                               
P.S. In a few weeks, keep an eye out for your beautiful GALA Invitation! 

GALA Co-Chairs 

Jane Hunder (top) 

&  Cyndi Mumm 

mailto:jane.hunder@comcast.net
mailto:cyndi.mumm@comcast.net


A FRIENDS membership sends a  
message that you  value and support 
Artist Series Concerts, a community 

treasure!  
Individual membership is only 

$25 and a Household             
membership is just $40.  

If you know someone who‟s  interested 
in becoming a FRIENDS member, 

contact Membership Co-Chairs            
Ann Gray at atglbk@comcast.net or 
941-383-1109 or Diane Weeghman 

at dhweeg@comcast.net                        
or 941-921-4362. 

Welcome                       

New 

FRIENDS  
Pat & Jim Chiarell{          

Donn{ Cubit-Swoyer               

Lise Frank              

Angel{ Salezze                

“As the Historian for Artists Series Concerts FRIENDS, I 

collect as many of the notices, articles, programs, etc. 

and put them in our "scrap book".  At the end of the  

season, I put the entire book together and after             

everyone has a chance to view it, it‟s preserved in the 

office library. It is fun to look through them and see the 

progress of the organization.  

I graduated from the  University of Connecticut with a 

Master's degree in teaching. I  soon realized that was 

perfect because I could teach  anywhere in the world!  I began my travels by going 

to the Panama Canal Zone and taught at one of the Army bases there.  That is 

where I met my husband and we were a good match because he also wanted to 

travel!  That was not the end of our traveling though, and as we followed my         

husband's career, we lived in some very special places.  Perhaps the one that 

made the biggest impact on our lives was our 6 years in Saudi Arabia. The culture 

itself gave us pause to appreciate  differences and not be judgmental.  We took 

many trips from the kingdom and saw amazing places in Europe, Asia, and       

Africa.  We met new friends and made wonderful memories.  Sarasota was my 

husband's home town, born and raised here, and I now have lived here for almost 

24 years. Sadly, he passed away five years ago.  I have four children and eight      

grandchildren who brighten my life every day.  

What I am most interested in and am passionate about is PEOPLE. I learned that 

we all have the same basic needs  and that among them are compassion, goodwill, 

understanding and acceptance.  I also better understand when it is said that    

Music is the universal language of the world.  That's when we all can come       

together and truly enjoy our uniqueness.  The Artist Series Concerts FRIENDS is 

doing its part in promoting this belief and that is why I am proud to be a member 

of this truly fine and dedicated group.” 

PEGGY COBB 
 

DON‟T  MISS OUT ON THE FUN !                                              

5th ANNUAL TENNIS BASH - See enclosed flyer                                          
All levels welcome – join us for music, laughs & a buffet supper                                           

Saturday January 133h  at 1:00  pm at the Meadows Country Club 

3rd ANNUAL  TRIVIA NIGHT - See enclosed flyer                                                    
featuring “Hollywood Movie Musicals ’”                                                                                        

a FUNtastic evening - Dinner, Fun & Games                                                                                                   
Tuesday January 23rd at 5:30 pm at the Unity Church                       

WELCOME   
(from left) Gail Berenson, Suzy & 

Peter Phillips and Lise Frank,  in 

attendance at our November 30th 

FRIENDS meeting.  

                                        

JOIN US !                                           

GET INVOLVED!                                

LEND A HAND!                                      

HAVE FUN! 

 


