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COMPETITION & 

OUTREACH NEWS                           

from Lee Dougherty Ross  

(pictures on p. 3)                                                              

  END OF SEASON PARTY                                     
Friday May 31st, 3 pm—?  
7102 Hawks Harbor Circle 

Bradenton                              
Graciously hosted by Joan 
Suddarth and Cyndi &          

Howard Mumm                             
RSVP by Friday May 24         

by email:                            
cyndi.mumm@comcast.net or 

call: 303-883-4568 or          
941-758-8600              

Honor John & celebrate with 
FRIENDS and the Sarasota 

community at                          
‘JOHN’S RETIREMENT PARTY’                           
Tuesday June 4th 11:30 am 

Michael’s On East                  

Reserve online at                          

artistseriesconcerts.org or call 

Donna at 941-306-1202 

The Suncoast Music Scholarship Competition was held on April 13, at 
the Symphony Center,  with 22 music students from the   10th  11th and 12th 
grade participating.  We had wonderful judges, who wrote comments for 
each student.   It was an honor and privilege  to have Joy McIntyre, Robyn 
Bell, Gayle Williams, Rich Ridenour and Tom Purviance, each so           
knowledgeable and experienced.  

The eight winners received the results by email on the following Monday 
evening. A total of $20,000  was awarded. 

All the volunteers were awesome:  Joan Zacchini, Donna Stewart, Karen       
Iezzi, Bob Heck,  Margarete Wiltshire, Russell Wiltshire, Cathy     
Mariani, Ann Gray, Sandy Cowing, Ronni Aptekar, Joyce Rosenthal, 
Barbara Driscoll, Franklyn Skidmore and David Hosler. My co-chairs, 
Susan Hicks,  Mary Webb  and several others  from the Music Club were 
also a huge help.  On that same date of April 13th, Inspire Sarasota took 
place, and again we had lovely help from four of our FRIENDS members 
who were there to give out brochures and tell folks about Artist Series.  
Many thanks to Olivia Swaan,  Karen Iezzi, Bunny Hosler and Franklyn 
Skidmore.  

On Saturday, April 27th, the Sarasota Music Club and Artist Series      
Concerts of Sarasota presented a luncheon at Michael’s On East.  The four 
12th grade winners were Andrea Guaita, violin, Luca Stine, trumpet/violin, 
Joshua Hellberg, Bb clarinet, and Nadia Brooks, cello, performed for the 
enthusiastic audience.  

Community Outreach continues:  Lizabeth Flood gave 5 classes to the 6th 

grade at Pine View High School.  Amy Connours and  I will perform for the 

residents at the Fountains on May 31st and again at Aviva on June 4th  and 

September 26th at Jacaranda Trace.    

Yes, Music matters, and we’re doing what we can to inspire 

and uplift hearts and minds  

Lee 

 



President’s Message  
Dear FRIENDS, 

As I reflect over the last two years of guiding our ship in the      

pursuit of fulfilling the goals of Artist Series Concerts, I am     

grateful for all the dedicated members of our  organization. Hands 

on involvement with committees, events and performances is such a 

great way of getting to know one another and developing lasting friendships.  I 

encourage all of you to do the same in our  upcoming   season.  Cyndi will be a 

wonderful president - I look forward to working with her during the transition. 

So many of you have helped and supported me during our journey and I am 

most grateful.  Frantic calls and emails to Donna were always answered           

immediately.  Working with our great directors - John, Lee and Joe, made the 

duty of office so enjoyable.  We had very competent officers and board members 

as well as reliable committee chairs.  Olivia helped me get started, Judy was 

always one step ahead of me in getting out notices and minutes.  Many of you 

offered me constructive advice, and in such a subtle way that I didn’t even cry!  I 

thank committee chairs Cathy with hospitality, Karen and Bob with greeters, 

Edith with brochure distribution, Diane and Ann for hauling bags of            

paperwork to our meetings and working the check-in table, Don Britt in    

sending out our e-blasts in a timely manner, our beloved Ray with all the      

photographs that helped us remember events, Linda reminding me up to the 

last minute deadline for my President’s Message and to our Gala chair Cyndi 

that resulted in our raising the funds that allowed us to award our scholarship 

winners this past month. As we pull into port, I thank all of you for being such a 

great crew and for   helping me steer our ship on a most enjoyable voyage to 

making FRIENDS and Artist Series Concerts the greatest organization in town. 

Most sincerely, 

David Chivas (aka The Captain) 

 
E N D  O F  Y E A R         

P A R T Y                                                                                                                             
Joan Suddarth & Cyndi &          
Howard Mumm invite you to their 
home for the FRIENDS End of Year 
Party on Friday, May 31st from 
3:00 pm until  - whenever! 
PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE                             
Wine, Prosecco, Sangria, Beer, Soft 
Drinks & Water will be   provided. 

                                           
7102 Hawks Harbor Circle                    

Bradenton                        
The gate will be open from 

2:30-6:30; after that,          
call 941-758-8600     

Please RSVP by May 24th  

& let Cyndi know the number of 
people attending and what you’d 
like to bring. Your contribution of 
your favorite light or heavy        
appetizer or dessert would be 

most appreciated!  

Please RSVP by May 24th by 
email:                                                 

cyndi.mumm@comcast.net             
or call: 303-883-4568 (cell) or     

941-758-8600(home)                                 

2019 ‘Eyes to the Future’ GALA - What a night!                                                                                                           

Guests arrived in the lovely atrium of Michael’s on East to FRIENDS members Cathy Mariani, Linda Heller and Toni 

Armstrong who checked us in and were photographed by Ray Broth. Greeters Joan Suddarth and Mary Elizabeth  

Carey invited us in to have a signature “Peacock” cocktail and peruse the opulent Silent Auction table.  In the ballroom we 

were immersed in the colors of a peacock’s eye from the table linens of Caribbean blue, napkins of purple and crystal     

napkin rings with a peacock feather in each.   The stunning flower arrangements were varied colors of orchids cascading 

from lighted bowl vases. One lucky person from each table received the arrangement to take home!                                   

We  purchased a cork at the Wall of Wine for a fine bottle of wine, while enjoying The Bill Buchman Trio throughout 

the evening. Our Masters of Ceremony, John Fischer, Joe Holt and Lee Dougherty Ross kicked off the festivities while 

enlightening everyone on the goals of Artist Series.  Introductions of our Honorary Chairs, Jane Riggin, Sora Yelin and 

Harvey and Betsy Hinrichs were highlighted by David Chivas, President of FRIENDS and gifts given out by Cyndi 

Mumm, Gala Chair. Dinner was scrumptious, the Silent Auction closed, and the entertainment began.  We were very    

fortunate to have Luca Stine and Katherine “K.C.” Herbert, both past Suncoast Competition winners, perform for us.  

Luca has been accepted to three prestigious music schools with full scholarships and Katherine is currently enrolled at 

Juilliard.  The winning raffle ticket went to Josh Yelin who was enthusiastically elated as he had never won anything   

before. Our live auction was alive with lively bidding!   Although we are still receiving additional donations, we have 

raised over $35,000.  If you were not able to attend, you may still donate towards the Artist Series FRIENDS goal of            

supporting our young musicians.  An absolutely fabulous good time was had by all! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Suncoast Music Scholarship Competition 

 

Community Outreach at Pine View H.S. 

Lizabeth Flood at Pine View H.S,  giving a 

class on the history of Jazz 

12th grade 1st place winner, 

Andrea Guaita, violin 

12th grade 2nd place 

winner, Luca Stine, 

trumpet & violin 

Competition Judges - Rich Ridenour     

and Joy McIntyre 

FRIENDS Volunteers at SunCoast             

Competition from left- Ronni Aptekar,        

Barbara Driscoll and Joan Zacchini 

12th grade 4th place 

winner, Nadia 

Brooks, cellist 

12th grade 3rd place winner, 

Joshua Hellberg, Bb clarinet 



MEMBERSHIP 

NEWS                

It’s Renewal time! 

Look for your  FRIENDS   
membership  Renewal  form 

in the mail soon. 

Born in Ohio and reared in Canton - from           

earliest childhood Sora loved singing and          

listening to music.  She begged her parents for a 

piano - which she received for her 8th birthday. It 

is the same Baldwin Acrosonic Spinet which      

currently resides in her living room. 

Sora took piano lessons and used her skill to play 

and sing in her classroom with her elementary 

school students, as well as the student choral 

groups which she directed. She and her husband Cary wrote programs for an 

Israeli & Yiddish folk-singing group which she founded and directed. Sora and 

Cary had shared their love of music from their first date in 1958 and were        

particularly devoted to the  Cleveland Orchestra. 

Sora earned her Bachelor of Science in Education at The Ohio State University 

and at one time or another she taught every grade from Kindergarten through 

6th as well as programs for the gifted. In 1996 Sora retired from her teaching 

career.  With Cary she toured Florida, and declared Sarasota their favorite site, 

and after six years of “snowbirding” they bought their current home in 2002.  

The Yelins first met Lee Dougherty Ross in 2005, and after an Artist Series 

Concert presentation of the piano duo Anderson and Roe at Holley Hall the  

relationship with ASC and the Rosses began. Sora lends financial support and 

continues to attend concerts and events, and bakes for the Artist Series soiree 

concerts.  She also supports the Sarasota Concert Association, Sarasota Ballet, 

Asolo Repertory Theater, and the Sarasota Orchestra. Sora has always enjoyed 

sharing her love of literature with both children and adults, and has chaired the 

Women’s Club Book Group in her Palmer Ranch community of Turtle Rock for 

13 years. 

Sora’s husband Cary had many varied interests which she enjoyed learning 

about and sharing with him such as lighter-than-air craft, antique and sports 

cars, and modern architecture.  Frank Lloyd Wright was Cary’s favorite        

architect.  He photographed, and together they toured 50 Frank Lloyd Wright 

sites and 72 buildings during their 53 years of marriage.   

Sora considers herself extremely fortunate that the Yelins’ only child, Joshua, 

decided to move to Sarasota in 2010 to spend more time with his parents. That 

was just two years before Cary was diagnosed with lung cancer. Josh was a 

great source of strength and support through his father’s illness and             

passing.  His daily phone calls and frequent fun times together with his mother          

continue to be a constantly shining light on Sora’s horizon. Sora’s other hobbies 

include baking, caring for her collection of orchids and violets, and spending 

time with Miss Ginny Chou Chou, her Hemingway cat.  

 

SORA YELIN 

    JOHN FISCHER’S                       
RETIREMENT        

PARTY                              

Celebrate with FRIENDS 

and the Sarasota community 

to toast and  honor John on 

June 4th at Michael’s       

On East.                       

Gather for conversation at 

11:30 a.m. Luncheon will be 

served at Noon.           

Guest: $50; Patron: $100 

(includes $50 donation to 

Artist Series Concerts)                      

Reserve online at                          

artistseriesconcerts.org or 

call Donna at                 

941-306-1202 

 


