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Next FRIENDS Meeting                                       
Updates - Socialize - Yummy treats - Entertainment  

NEW DAY: FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30th                                    

NEW TIME: 10 am - 12 pm                                                            

NEW LOCATION: Artist Series Office BLDG.                                                      

1226 N. Tamiami Trail 1st floor conference room                                                              

Our meeting entertainment will feature      

Abigail Toth, the talented 11th grade honor 

roll student at Pine View School, who has 

been playing the violin for 9 years. She was       

accepted into the Perlman Music Program  

Superstrings for the past three years and is a 

member of the Sarasota Youth Philharmonic 

Orchestra. Previously, she was concertmaster 

of the Youth Symphony Orchestra and was 

also one of the tenth grade winners of the 2018 Suncoast Music     

Scholarship. She has furthered her music studies by attending the FSU 

string orchestra camp, the University of Tampa Minaret de Trio Chamber 

Music Camp, and the University of Florida Gator Chamber Music         

Institute. She is a member of a charity club at her school called Young at 

Harp, where she performs in concerts that help raise funds for           

underprivileged children. She has also performed at the Venice Musicale 

Scholarship benefit concert and at the Sarasota Bay Club.  

 

FRIENDS MEETINGS  
NEW LOCATION                                       

Artist Series Office Bldg.                                       

NEW DAY                                                 
Friday                                          

NEW TIME                                      
10:00 am - 12 pm                                             

November 30                                            
January 18                                                   
February 22                                                 

April 19                       
_______________ 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
FRIENDS GALA                                                                               

Thursday, April 11,  6:00 pm         
Michael’s On East 

   

SUNCOAST SCHOLARSHIP           
COMPETITION                              
Saturday, April 13                         

Beatrice Friedman Symphony           
Center                      

 

SUNCOAST AWARDS   
LUNCHEON                                                       

Saturday, April 27                    
Michael’s On East                  

Lindsay McKenna, 
c e l l i s t - F R I D A Y          
JANUARY 18 

UPCOMING FRIENDS MEETINGS WITH FEATURED ENTERTAINMENT 

Russell Andrade, 
tenor-FRI DAY            
FEBRUARY 22 

Margot Zarzycka, 
violinist-FRIDAY 
APRIL 19 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 



MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Dear FRIENDS, 

The “Season” has definitely begun.  We have already experienced the wonderful Piano Grand III 

performance as well as two Soirees at Jim and John‟s home.  ASC most recently presented a    

musical tribute to the 100th anniversary of the WWI Armistice. 

I cannot emphasize enough to our FRIENDS that we hope you are motivated by our mission to not 

just pay your annual dues, but to be an active member of our organization.  That means buying tickets and    

attending the varied offerings of concerts and fundraising events that we have during 2018-2019. 

As I have mentioned many times before, FRIENDS has a financial commitment to Artist Series Concerts of     

Sarasota for scholarship and outreach programs.  Our main fundraiser is the annual Gala being held on April 11, 

2019.  Gala Chair, Cyndi Mumm, and her committee have already put in many hours of planning this event.  As 

always, it will be an evening to remember.  To encourage more of our FRIENDS members to attend, we are   

offering a 4-month plan for making payments.   Starting in December and ending in March, you may set up an 

automatic monthly payment plan of $43.75 (per person attending) on any major charge card.  Please contact 

Donna at the office to make those arrangements by email at Donna@ArtistSeriesConcerts.org or 941-306-1202.  

We also are introducing A Host Committee opportunity for participation and support to the 2019 Gala. As a Host 

Committee member, your only commitment is to attend yourself, and get two other people to attend. As a Host 

Committee member, your name will be listed on the program.  If you are unable to attend the Gala, I ask that 

you consider making a monetary donation to our event to help us reach our goals.  We are also asking members 

to donate one or more bottle (s) of wine, valued at $25 or more, for the Wall of Wine raffle. 

We will also be having a FunRaiser on January 10, 2019.  Our immediate past president, Olivia Swaan has 

planned a golf outing for that day.  She describes it as “9 & Dine” - 9 FUN holes of golf at Laurel Oaks Golf & 

Country Club followed by dinner. Please mark your 2019 calendars for this event. Details are on the brochure 

included with this copy of Accents. Even if you don‟t golf, like me, attending the dinner will be a wonderful way 

of getting to know our fellow FRIENDS.  „Preaching‟ again, I feel that the fellowship of being together as a group 

is so rewarding in making an organization strong. 

On November 30th, we will have our FRIENDS Meeting from 10 a.m. – noon in the first-floor conference rooms of 

the ASC offices.  I hope to see all of you at that meeting.  We are planning on going out for lunch afterwards 

and all are invited- especially any new members and/or guests.  It will be a “Dutch treat” affair. 

As FRIENDS enters its 10th year and Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota its 23rd year, we have an exciting season 

to look forward to.  I would love having you as a major participant in all our events and concerts.  I hope to see 

you soon. And, WEAR YOUR NAME BADGES! 

Most sincerely, 

David Chivas, President 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

 

October          

Outreach                

Programs  

At left, Giuseppina Ciarla, Harpist at             

Riverview High School                             

Above, Lizabeth Flood, Booker High School 

teacher, with Alexander Zickafoose. This 

was a 5 session workshop “Bringing the Jazz 

Age to Life Through Music” 

mailto:Donna@ArtistSeriesConcerts.org


 

TICKETS                                                                             

Online: www.ArtistSeriesConcerts.org                                       

Phone:  941-306-1202                                                                                                                                                                      

Can it already be November?  Lots of exciting things have already happened this season.  I wrote 

you about our outreach programs in our last Accents, and several of them have now happened 
and they have been so valid in making a difference for those in attendance.  Laura Stephenson, 

clarinetist, played for students at Sarasota High, and then worked with a young clarinetist who 
was soon to have an important audition, and what a help she was to him as other students 
watched and learned. Giuseppina Ciarla, harpist,  played for 3 classes at Riverview High, and 

here are some of the comments they wrote: Nathan said: “Her harp performance was            
amazing!”  Maria said: “Elegant, and the cause of euphoria.”  And here‟s one from                   
Gabrielle:  “Music is the language of emotion, and the instrument is simply the pen.  Anyone can 

use it, but it takes a special person to turn it into art.” Lizabeth Flood gave a set of 5 classes 
about the history of jazz for students at Booker, and will be at Manatee School of the Arts  with the same            

program in December. There were many lovely comments following our outreach to the Newcomer‟s Club                  
following the program that Amy Connours sang so beautifully.  We will have many more programs at schools, 
clubs and retirement homes to tell you about in the next ACCENTS.   

Is it exciting to have winners of our competition for programs at FRIENDS Meetings, as will be happening again 
Nov. 30, with violinist, Abigail Toth. 

Yes … Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota offers Unique, Live musical events that Entertain, Engage and Inspire!!!

Yes … MUSIC MATTERS!!! 

Forever Onward, Lee 

NEWS  from Lee Dougherty Ross                                                              

Director of Competitions  &   Outreach 

 

 Artist Series Concerts ’With Eyes To The Future’               

embarks on its 23rd season with a focus on emerging talent, showcasing unique 

musical events  at diverse venues around town. With the incredible variety of             

performances, there’s something for everyone!                

December 2, 4:00 pm  ’Soundtrack: The Music of Our Lives’ Will & Anthony Nunziata, twin 

tenors at the Sarasota Opera House                                                                   

December 15,7:30 pm & December 16, 3:00 pm  ‘Classical Holiday Brass’ Seraph Brass Quintet at 

the Historic Asolo Theater                                                                   

January 12, 7:30 pm & January 13, 3:00 pm  ‘Images’ Alexandre Moutouzkine, piano & Edward  

Alley, narrator at the Historic Asolo Theater                                                                

January 14, 11:00 am  ‘Brahams B Major Piano Trio’ Daniel Jordan, violin; Natalie Helm,   

cello; Joseph Holt, piano at Michael’s On East Ballroom—Luncheon at 12:15 pm                       

January 16, 3:00 pm   ‘Forbidden Broadway’ Vocal Quartet & Piano at Venice Performing Arts 

Center 

 

Check the Zip Codes in your  new Membership 

Directory to find a concert lover neighbor and 

share a ride…and bring a FRIEND                           



JOIN US !                           

GET INVOLVED!                   

LEND A HAND!                     

HAVE FUN! 

A FRIENDS membership sends 

a  message that you  value and 
support Artist Series Concerts, a 

community treasure! Individual 
membership is only $35 and a 
Household membership is just $50.           
If you know someone who’s     
interested in becoming a 
FRIENDS member, information 

is available from Membership     
Co-Chairs Ann Gray at 

atglbk@comcast.net/941-383-1109 
or Diane Weeghman at 
d h w e e g @ c o m c a s t . n e t /                    

941-921-4362. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE - FRIENDS GALA  AT MICHAEL‟S ON EAST                                     
Thursday April 11  - 6 pm                                                                                                            

Cocktails, Hors d‟oeuvres, Dinner, Entertainment, Live Auction,  Silent Auction & MORE                

SAVE THE DATES - LUNCH & LISTEN AT MICHAEL‟S ON EAST                                                                     
Brahms Piano Trio - January 24                                                                                               

Russian Folk Music & Dance - February 28                                                                                     
Principal Percussionist „Mallets & Forethought‟ - March 21 

Peter & Suzy met in the band section at a football 

game during Peter‟s sophomore year at Columbia  
University (she was the cute young girl whose brother 
also played in the band).  Dates, which began the    

following spring, often involved visits to the            
Metropolitan Opera, Carnegie Hall and New York art 

museums as part of Peter‟s class assignments.  They 
have never lost their passion for music or art.  They 
eloped to Columbia, S.C. to get married a year later 

when Peter was 19 and Suzy was 17, and returned in 
time to attend Suzy‟s high school senior prom. After Peter‟s graduation and               
commissioning as a naval officer in 1960, they moved to Norfolk, VA, where      

Peter boarded the first of four ships on which he served over the next 4 ½ years.  
Upon returning  to N.Y. with their 4 children, (Debra, now a Harvard trained      
lawyer, David, now a business executive and Larry, also a business executive) 

Peter got his law degree from NYU.  His 40-year career in corporate, business 
and regulatory law began in Washington, D.C. at the law firm of Covington & 
Burling and culminated with his position as Executive Vice President & General 

Counsel of the Stop & Shop Supermarket Company in Boston. While at Stop & 
Shop, Peter served as treasurer of the Children‟s Trust Fund of Massachusetts 
and a member of the board of the United Way of New England, and was active 

with several organizations which promoted diversity in education and business.  
Suzy volunteered at Boston Children‟s Hospital and taught pre-school classes at 
the Boston Jewish Community Center, as she had done during their years in San 

Francisco. Since moving to Venice 12 ½ years ago, Peter has served as President 
of the Sarasota Opera Guild, co-President of the Jewish Congregation of Venice 

and member of the board of the Venetian Golf & River Club POA. He presently 
serves as co-President of the Columbia University Club of Sarasota, 2nd Vice   
President of Artists Series Concerts FRIENDS and as a board member of the  

Jewish War Veterans post in Venice.  Suzy volunteers and supplies highly rated 
meeting refreshments. 

Suzy and Peter began attending Artist Series events in 2006, when they first 

moved to the Sarasota area, and have been subscribers ever since, attending 
multiple programs every year and getting to know many FRIENDS members 
along the way.  They particularly enjoy the programs with a Broadway or opera 

focus and are particularly looking forward to Forbidden Broadway and the      
Afternoon of Operetta this season. They became members of Artist Series     
Concerts FRIENDS two years ago. 

PETER AND SUZY PHILLIPES 

 

Do Your Holiday              

Shopping With Us 

Give a FRIENDS GIFT                     

MEMBERSHIP                  
and share  exceptional           

experiences with your              

family, friends and              

coworkers                                               

For more information contact                

Donna Fisk at 914-306-1202 

BEST WISHES FOR A  JOYOUS                

HOLIDAY  SEASON &  A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

SAVE THE DATE                  
GOLF OUTING “9 & DINE” 
Thursday January 10, 2019                    
L a u r e l  O a k s  G o l f  &               
Country Club - Dinner to           
follow.     Details enclosed 


